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Athletics: 

 

The athletes of Michigan are anxiously awaiting guidance from 

the State of Michigan and the MHSAA as to how to proceed in 

their current season and this past fall season. The athletic 

stoppage is set to expire on December 20th and if the state 

releases the temporary suspension of athletics our athletes will 

be ready to go on the 21st.  The MHSAA has not put forth any 

type of plan as of yet because of the recommendations by the 

state and the health department.  The MHSAA is waiting for 

removal of the suspension before putting anything solid into 

place. 

In the meantime, while our athletes are in limbo there are some small things that they can do to stay 

active and still keep socially distant.  Some examples are:  air squats, push-ups, burpees, jumping rope, 

jumping jacks, sit ups, jogging in place, running outdoors, and any type of resistance training.  These are 

all good ways to elevate the heart rate and to try and stay in shape.   

Academics are at the forefront of athletics.  The term Student-Athlete should never be minimized.  All 

winter coaches are aware of their prospective athlete’s grades.  Eligibility will be enforced in accordance 

with the handbook.  If there is ever a question concerning eligibility the athlete should contact their 

coach and their coach can then contact the Athletic Director or appropriate school official.  Checking 

ECHO will keep the student-athlete informed of their grades and aware of any potential problem before 

it results in academic probation. 

Lastly, the Covid-19 pandemic has created many challenges for our society and our athletes.  Together 

we can and will overcome these challenges.  Staying positive and following the proper protocols help 

ensure that together we can all overcome the challenges of Covid-19. 

#Ranger Strong 
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Cassopolis High School – Weekly Update – December 18, 2020 

 

Athletics:  

Last week, The Leader, published an article regarding the extension of remote learning and the 

suspension of winter sports until at least December 20th and our very own, Chad Gardner, was 

interviewed. To view the entire article and see Chad’s response, click on the link below.  

MHSAA reacts to extension of state orders 

The Leader Article  

 

Classrooms:  

Art:  

Below are few excellent works of Art from our very own talented Ross Beatty art students!   

 

Layered Illustration Piece by Katie Hines 

Materials used: Paper, pencil, colored pencils, yarn, fabric 

 

 

https://www.leaderpub.com/2020/12/07/mhsaa-reacts-to-extension-of-state-orders/
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Class: Art 101 

Subject Matter: Person 

Layered Illustration is the use of common materials in a unique way that is a current trend in popular 

art. Examples can be seen everywhere from galleries to television cartoons and children's books. One of 

the most common and expected art supplies is paper. This activity focuses on the creativity of each artist 

to create a unique piece using the same, standard materials.  (Mixed Media) 

We studied Morgana Wallace- Professional Artist and Children's Book Illustrator 

Class: Painting 

Below is a piece by Reagan Jay titled Asymmetrical Design.  Reagan is in my Painting class and is very 

talented. 

Medium:  Watercolor 

This assignment studied Asymmetrical design, Warm, Cool, Monochromatic and Primary colors.     

Each student came up with their own asymmetrical design and repeated the design in all 4 

squares.  Each square studied a different color scheme. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GlmHJPCFzj8
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Ag: 

 Recently in Ag class, the students were learning about animal products and food safety. For their “grand 

finale” students were asked to make their own dish using animal products. Below, you will one of the 

students' favorite steps- prepping and cooking their dishes for their families to eat.  
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BioChem:  

This week in class, Mrs. Wellman and Mr. Westrate’s BioChem courses participated in various Kahoot! 

games, testing their knowledge about Cells. Students that participated throughout the week were then 

placed into a raffle/drawing each day, with the winning student receiving a gift card provided by their 

teachers.  

On Thursday, the winning student received a gift card to Chik-Fil-A,  that will be mailed home for him to 

use over break. Both Mrs. Wellman and Mr. Westrate used a “Wheel-of-Fortune” type wheel, with the 

names of those students who qualified for the raffle, repeating all around the outside of the wheel, with 

the winner being declared by the name that the needle landed on. The students seemed engaged in the 

Kahoot! game and enjoyed the “Wheel of Participation” raffle at the end of the period.   

 

Journalism:  

On Wednesday, December 16th, Mr. Bondy’s Journalism class released their 25th issue of the “Ranger 

Report: A Cassopolis High School Publication”. To view the 25th issue, click on the link below:  

The Ranger Report: 25th Issue 

 

Holiday Spirit Week:  

This week students and teachers participated in and showed off some of their holiday spirit to kick off 

winter break and end 2020.  

Check out some of the high school’s holiday spirit…. 

Monday: Red and Green Day 

Tuesday: Santa Hat (or Holiday Headband) Day 

Wednesday: Favorite Holiday Character Day  

Thursday: Ugly Holiday Sweater Day  

 

        

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NLWiRiobAIg3BA6QwYkzegSxCts-0hLcrE_ykreJFUU/view?ts=5fdb9051#heading=h.7mqmnierqfy5
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Special Programs December 2020 Report 

 
Adult and Alternative Ed Program 

During these trying times, our department wishes to celebrate and acknowledge the 
good efforts and implementations that are happening across the district!  

We have two graduates already here at Adult Ed!! With 1 more Alternative Ed student 
completing this month! 

Our jail program is up and going! We are thrilled to see our students working and asking 
for support, furthering their education. We serve our jail students virtually via our online 
program, with an additional layer of supervision with a new security program to monitor 
services. Our staff completed additional training, certifications and work in collaboration with our 
technology department and jail staff to successfully launch this program. The success of this 
program is viable due to the high level of collaboration from our district staff and jail staff! Thank 
you everyone for supporting our program to strengthen our community! 

Additionally, we continue supporting our students with weekly phone calls, emails, Zoom 
meetings, and tutoring one on one to encourage and help them navigate through their 
assignments and record in required mentor log format. Students know they are accountable for 
their progress. Establishing a two way communication with all stakeholders is a priority to 
ensure students are logging in to do school work in their assigned classes for the required 6 
hours a week. In addition to any extra time they have to move forward to reach their academic 
goals.  

We have, not only academic discussions, but life skills and social emotional aspects are 
discussed as well. It is important to continue cultivating our connections beyond school work 
with our students! 

Certainly, the knowledge we are gaining technology wise is adding an additional level of 
effective delivery of service for all of our students in the different settings of instruction in our 
Adult & Alternative Education program. Go Rangers! 
 

         
 

 

 

 
“NEVER GIVE UP ON A DREAM JUST BECAUSE OF THE TIME IT WILL TAKE TO 
ACCOMPLISH IT. THE TIME WILL PASS ANYWAY.” –EARL NIGHTINGALE 

  You can do it. We can help! 
Adult & Alternative Education program. Join us! 
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Special Education 
 
I am proud and pleased to announce that we have organized in-person instructional time for 
many of our students with disabilities during the mandated closure of high schools, and  during 
the time our district has decided to revert to distance learning.  These are difficult times, and 
during these times learning from a distance is not conducive to all of our students.   Everyone's 
efforts are appreciated from the  administrators who have helped  to organize this opportunity 
and to the dedicated staff who are delivering this needed service.  Although times are trying, we 
have recognized some bright spots. Namely, our teachers are being effective in teaching  self-
management skills.  We have approximately 50 students that we have targeted and attendance 
has been above 60%.  Students are transported to and from school each Monday and 
Thursday.  This allows teachers to instruct in the  management skills for the days they are 
required to learn virtually to guide them toward more independence. This will be a skill they will 
need as they move forward in life. Outcomes are improving for many.   
 
Additionally, the special education department is developing a social program to target certain 
social competencies in the areas of:          

 Self-regulation 
 Social-emotional learning      
 Executive functioning     
 Perspective taking 
 Social problem solving 

We have purchased a program entitled “Social Thinking” and we will be piloting this at the high 
school and elementary with a small group of students.   
  
Finally, we continue to develop paths for students with disabilities toward graduation.  The state 
allows certain adjustments that we are utilizing more such as Personal Curriculums.  To this 
end, teachers are committed to developing a more functional curriculum to serve students 
based on their transition goals.  We are developing specific transition related goals and activities 
that students will complete at each grade level beginning in their middle school years.  We are 
in partnership with our county Seamless Transition team and with the STEP program.  The 
county STEP program is for targeted students to continue gaining job-related skills after high 
school completion.   
  
Again, I am pleased and proud of the dedicated, committed work our teachers, administrators, 
and support staff are doing to serve our students individually and effectively.  Thank you!  
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From the Business Office: Financial update 

 
This has been a challenging year, so many extra expenses 
due to Covid and the unknowns of whether we will get back 
to normal instruction or not.  Sports are on, then they are 
off, students are in person, then they are not.  All of these 
factors create unknown variances in budgeting.  Student 
counts are down statewide: where are our students; will they come back or continue to 
learn virtual going forward?   
 
We have been working on many state reports the last month, closing the last fiscal year 
and half of this fiscal year is over; doesn't seem possible. 
 
Our financial system will be changing, probably by the beginning of our next fiscal 
year.  If you remember, MiSuite is being discontinued, and most districts are moving 
away from it soon.  There are no longer enhancements being made to the system.  We 
still get support, but things are constantly changing, so it's become frustrating.  KRESA 
is converting to PowerSchool, which we considered, but knowing the lack of support we 
get from PowerSchool’s student data system, we have decided not to go down that 
road.  The locals and most Berrien schools are teaming up with Skyward, so this is the 
direction we are heading.  Once we receive more information on this process I will be 
sharing it out.  The demo Bill and I sat in on looks very promising. It’s definitely an 
upgrade from MiSuite.  We are excited about some new features that will make 
processes easier for all of us. 
 
This is an interesting observation, and one not to lose sight of. 

 

Enrollment - Will students return? 

https://www.mlive.com/news/ann-arbor/2020/12/many-michigan-parents-chose-home-schooling-

during-the-pandemic-will-they-return.html 

 

Merry Christmas and looking for a Happy and collaborative New Year!  
 
 

 

 

   

 

https://www.mlive.com/news/ann-arbor/2020/12/many-michigan-parents-chose-home-schooling-during-the-pandemic-will-they-return.html
https://www.mlive.com/news/ann-arbor/2020/12/many-michigan-parents-chose-home-schooling-during-the-pandemic-will-they-return.html
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Curriculum and Grants 

Some items that we ordered with grant funds have arrived. Outdoor 
picnic tables, for outdoor teaching/learning, will be present at all 
three schools.  
 
Breakaway Lanyards will be provided 
for students in grades K-8 for student 
masks. This will be a great way for                

students to keep their mask clean and off of the floors/tables.  
 

 
Parent Echo Viewer- 
Parents can get notifications through ECHO about students’ grades. Use the Parent Echo User 
Guide- found on our website to find out how. 
 

Chromebook Tips 
Here is a Tech Tip about Taking Care of Student Chromebooks. 
Video-Taking Care of Chromebook 
 
Early Middle College 
Early Middle College information for students interested in participating will be going out next 
week. Contact Mrs. Brawley for more information: bbrawley@cassopolis.org 
 
What is Early Middle College? 
Through the Early Middle College (EMC) Program, you will earn a college degree and or career 
certificate.  The EMC is structured so that you gradually increase your exposure to college 
courses over a five-year span. You take college classes during 11th and 12th grades along with 
your high school classes, and then attend college full time during the fifth year of high school to 
complete the program. 
Currently, we partner with Lake Michigan College and Southwestern Michigan College. 
Students are able to apply to one college and take a program that aligns with their career 
pathway. 
What are the Benefits of Early Middle College? 

1. You can earn a career certificate or an Associate's Degree while still in high school. This 
will help you advance through your educational path and start your career years earlier 
than a traditional educational program. 

2. If a four-year college is in your future, you will have a smooth transition.  Both Lake 
Michigan College and Southwestern Michigan College participate in the state-wide 
Michigan Transfer Agreement and has individual transfer agreements with universities 
throughout Michigan and Indiana. 

3. You will be able to save money as you pursue a college degree through an additional 
year of high school used to complete your college program. 

 

 

 

http://www.cassopolis.k12.mi.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_12205019/Image/Ross%20Beatty/ECHO%20PARENT%20USER%20GUIDE%202%20(2).pdf
http://www.cassopolis.k12.mi.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_12205019/Image/Ross%20Beatty/ECHO%20PARENT%20USER%20GUIDE%202%20(2).pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1p2N_9m5lxGhLazGudVjQzREuIRtUe-07/view?usp=sharing
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Title 1- 
Creating Holiday Learning Traditions 
During the holiday season, consider adding some new traditions to your family that will make 
meaningful memories and strengthens foundations for reading and learning success. 
Listen, Laugh Learn-  

 Listen to audiobooks 
 Lyrics to holiday songs are fun to read and sing together. It is also good fun and good 

collaborative writing practice to make up your own lyrics to familiar tunes. 
 Start a story-telling tradition by revisiting holidays of the past. Old family photographs will 

help prompt stories about your own life and family traditions. 
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Other Upcoming Events: Mark your calendar!  

December 21   Winter Break Begins 
January 4  School Resumes Virtually Only 
January 11 School Resumes In Person 

     January 11 BOE Meeting 6:30pm 
 

 

 

 


